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AMENDMKNT TO CLAIMS 

1. (Cuirendy amended) A lighting unit comprising: 
a light source; 

a light guiding component for guiding light emitted from the light source and emanating 
the light from a light emanating surface to an object to bo illuminated; 

a reflecting component covering at least a bottom surface of the light guiding component; 

a light correction component disposed on the light emanating surface of the light guiding 
component; and 

a casing for holding the light source, the light guiding component covered with the 
reflecting component, and the light collection component, wherein 

the casing has an opening portion in a region corresponding to a light emanating region 
of the light correction component^ [[; and]] 

the object to be illxmiinated is disposed in direct contact with an upper surface of the light 
correction component within the opening portiona^and 

a space is formed between the light guiding component and the light correction 
component . 

2. (Original) A liquid crystal display device comprising: 
a lighting unit according to Claim I ; and 

a liquid crystal panel as an object to be illuminated disposed on a light emanating surface 
side of the lighting unii, the liquid crystal panel having a liquid crystal cell comprising a pair of 
transparent substrates with a liquid crystal layer interposed therebetween, wherein 
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the liquid crystal panel is disposed in direct contact with a front surface of the light 
correction component within the opening portion of the casing of the lighting imit. 

3. (Original) The liquid crystal display device according to Claim 2, wherein 
ihe liquid crystal panel comprises a pair of polarizers with the liquid crystal cell 

interposed therebetween; and 

a polarizer on the lighting unit side of the pair of polarizers has an outer diameter smaller 
than an outer diameter of the opening portion of the casing, and directly contacts a front surface 
of the light correction component within the opening portion. 

4. (Original) The liquid crystal display device according to Claim 3, wherein 

the casing has a frame-shaped edge portion protruding toward the opening portion so as 
to enclose the opening portion; and 

the Uquid crystal cell is disposed on an upper surface of the edge portion. 

5. (Original) The liquid crystal display device according to Claim 4» wherein 

a thickness of the edge portion of the casing is substantially equal to a thickness of the 
polarizer on the lighting unit side. 

6. (Original) The liquid crystal display device according to Claim 2, wherein 
the casing is made of an electrically conductive material. 
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7. (Currently amended) The liquid crystal display device according lo Claim 2, wherein 
a spacing of [[a]] said space formed between the light guiding component and the light 

correction component in ihe lighting unit is not larger than a dimemion of each of pixels 
composing the liquid ciystal cell. 

8. (Original) The liquid crystal display device according lo Claim 7, wherein 
the spacing of the space is 0.4mm or smaller. 

9. (Original) The liquid crystal display device according to Claim 7, wherein 

the casing has a through-hole to allow an outside of the casing and an inside of the casing 
to communicate with each other. 

10. (Original) The liquid crystal display device according to Claim 2, wherein 
the light guiding component is a light guiding plate; 

the light source is disposed along a first end face of the light guiding plate; 
the reflecting component is a reflecting sheet; 

a bottom surface of the light guiding plate, the first end face of the light guiding plate and 
the light source, and a second end face of the light guiding plate on which the light source is not 
disposed are covered with the reflecting sheet; 

the light correction component comprises one or a plurality of light correction sheets; and 
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the casing is frame-shaped and supports at least the bottom surface of ibe light guiding 
plate, the second end face of the light guiding plate, and the first end face of the liglit guiding 
plate and the light source, each of which is covered with the reflecting sheet. 

11. (New) A liquid crystal display device comprising: 
a lighting unit comprising: 
a light source; 

a light guiding component for guiding light emitted from the light source and 
emanating the light from a light emanating surface to an object to be illuminated; 

a reflecting component covering at least a bottom surface of the light guiding 

component; 

a light correction component disposed on the light emanating surface of the light 
guiding component; and 

a casing for holding the light source, the light guiding component covered with 
the reflecting component, and the light correction component, wherein 

the casing has an opening portion in a region corresponding to a light emanating 
region of the light correction component, and 

the object to be illuminated is disposed in direct contact with an upper surface of 
the light correction component within the opening portion; and 

a liquid ciystal panel as an object to be illuminated disposed on a light emanating surface 
side of the lighting unit, the liquid crystal panel having a liquid crystal cell comprising a pair of 
transparent substrates with a liquid crystal layer interposed therebetween, wherein 
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the liquid crystal panel is disposed in direct contact with a front surface of the light 
correction component within the opening portion of the casing of die lighting unit, 

the liquid crystal panel comprises a pair of polarizers with the liquid crystal cell 
interposed therebetween, 

a polarizer on the lighting unit side of the pair of polarizers lias an outer diameter smaller 
than an ouier diameter of the opening portion of the casing, and directly contacts a front surface 
of the light correction component within the opening portion, 

the casing has a frame-shaped edge portion protruding toward the opening portion so as 
to enclose the opening portion, 

the liquid crystal cell is disposed on an upper surface of the edge portion, and 

a thickness of the edge portion of the casing is substantially equal to a thickness of the 
polarizer on the lighting unit side. 



12. (New) A liquid crystal display device comprising: 
a lighting unit comprising: 
a light source; 

a light guiding component for guiding light emitted from the light source and 
emanating the light from a light emanating surface to an object to be illuminated; 

a reflecting component covering ai least a bottom surface of the light guiding 

component; 

a light correction component disposed on the light emanating surface of the light 
guiding component; and 
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a casing for holding the Ught source, the light guiding component covered with 
the reflecting component^ and the light correction component, wherein 

the casing has an opening portion in a region corresponding to a light emanating 
region of the light correction component, and 

the object to be illuminated is disposed in direct contact with an upper surface of 
the light correction component within the opening portion; and 

a liquid crystal panel as an object to be illuminated disposed on a light emanating surface 
side of the lighting unit, the liquid crystal panel having a liquid crystal cell comprising a pair of 
transparent substrates with a liquid crystal layer interposed therebetween, wherein 

the liquid crystal panel is disposed in direct contact with a front surface of the light 
correction component within the opening portion of the casing of the lighting unit, and 
the casing is made of an electrically conductive material. 

13. (New) A liquid crystal display device comprising: 
a lighting unit comprising: 
a light source; 

a light guiding component for guiding light emitted from the light source and 
emanating the light from a light emanating surface to an object to be illuminated; 

a reflecting component covering at least a bottom surface of the light guiding 

component; 

a light correction component disposed on the light emanating surface of the light 
guiding component; and 
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a casing for holding the light source, the light guiding component covered with 
the reflecting component, and the light conrection component, wherein 

the casing has an opening portion in a region corresponding to a light emanating 
region of the light correction component, and 

the object to be illuminated is disposed in direct contact with an upper surface of 
the light correction component within the opening portion; and 

a liquid crystal panel as an object to be illuminated disposed on a light emanating surface 
side of the lighting unit, the liquid crystal panel having a liquid crystal cell comprising a pair of 
transparent substrates with a liquid crystal layer interposed therebetween, wherein 

the liquid crystal panel is disposed in direct contact with a front surface of the light 
correction component within the opening portion of the casing of ihc lighting unit, and 

a spacing of a space formed between the light guiding component and the light correction 
component in the lighting unit is not larger than a dimension of each of pixels composing the 
liquid crystal cell. 

14. (New) The liquid crystal display device according to Claim 13, wherein 
the spacing of the space is 0.4nim or smaller. 

15. (New) The liquid crystal display device according to Claim 13, wherein 

the casing has a through-hole to allow an outside of the casing and an inside of the casing 
to communicate with each other. 



8 

WDC99 I179263'l.0613520083 

PA6E1(II14'RCVDAT12I27/200S11:53:12PM [Eastern Standard rime]'^ 



12/2772005 23:58 FAX 202 756 8087 
Application No.: 10/501,192 



McOeriBOtt Will Emery 



1011/014 



16. (New) A liquid crystal display device comprising: 
a lighting unit comprising: 
a light source; 

a light guiding component for guiding light emitted from the light source and 
emanating the light from a light emanating surface to an object to be illuminaied; 

a reflecting component covering at least a bottom surface of the light guiding 

component; 

a light correction component disposed on the light emanating surface of the light 
guiding component; and 

a casing for holding the light source, the light guiding component covered with 
the reflecting component, and the light conection component, wlierein 

fhe casing has an opening portion in a region corresponding to a light emanating 
region of the light correction component, and 

the object to be illuminated is disposed in direct contact with an upper surface of 
the light correction component within the opening portion; and 

a liquid crystal panel as an object to be illuminated disposed on a light emanating surface 
side of the lighting unit, the liquid crystal panel having a liquid crystal cell comprising a pair of 
transparent substrates with a liquid crystal layer interposed therebetween, wherein 

che liquid crystal panel is disposed in direct contact with a front surface of the light 
correction component within the opening portion of the casing of the lighting unit, and 
the light guiding component is a light guiding plate; 
the light source is disposed along a first end face of the light guiding plate; 
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the reflecting component is a reflecting sheet; 

a bottom surface of the light guiding plate, the first end ^e of the light guiding plate and 
the light source, and a second end face of the light guiding plate on which the light source is not 
disposed are covered with the reflecting sheet; 

the light correction component comprises one or a plurality of light correction sheets; and 
the casing is frame-shaped and supports at least the bottom surface of the light guiding 
plate, the second end face of the light guiding plate, and the first end face of the light guiding 
plate and the light source, each of which is covered with the reflecting sheet. 
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